
Inaugural Summit: Diversity in Dermatology 
Clinical Trials ( June 10–12, Washington, DC)
• Diversity in Dermatology Clinical Trials Task Force created; focus

on clinical trial landscape, barriers, and diversity strategy.
• OUTCOMES: JAMA Dermatology publication; 

identification of priority areas 
(population descriptors, skin scale). 

Dermatology Times coverage.

2019

2020

2022

2023

2024

2025

Introduction of the “Meeting the Challenge Summit” 
concept; sponsorship approved.

Summit deferred due to COVID-19; rescheduled for 2022.

Strategic Pre-Summit (Task Force & SOCS BOD)
Alignment of goals, development of Summit materials, 
manuscript work (published 2025), global distribution. 

Second Summit: Population Descriptors in 
Dermatology Research Studies  

(Dec 2, Washington, DC, with Ogilvy Health)
GOALS: assess demographics, develop guidelines, • 

 plan implementation.
“I Am Not Just Black” campaign. •

Patient perspectives video with the Coalition of  Skin Diseases.  •

Skin Scales Delphi Process
5-step Delphi process (2023–2024) with RBC Consultants.  •
Literature review on strengths and limitations of existing   •

classification scales; manuscript submitted to JAAD. 

Mentorship Program
Year 1: 3 mentees and 3 mentors.

Skin Scales Progress
• Manuscript accepted for publication in JAAD.
• Delphi process completed; manuscript drafting underway.
• Abstracts submitted to AAD 2025 and 

SOCS 2025 Scientific Symposium.

Mentorship Program
Year 2: 4 mentees and 4 mentors.

Awards & Coverage
“I Am Not Just Black” wins Creative Floor Healthcare Gold Award, 
and Dermatology Times coverage of 2023 Summit.

CHORD Cousin (C3) Collaboration
Evaluation of ClinROMs in skin of color populations. •

OUTCOMES: Poster presentation  • 
at the 2025 Skin of Color Update; manuscript drafting.

Third Summit: Advancing Dermatology in Clinical Trials: 
Expanding Outcome Measures (Dec 5–6, Washington, DC)

Task Force transitions to the  •  
Meeting the Challenge in Research Committee (March 2025).
FOCUS: PROs, trial design, inclusive research, industry panel. •

Skin Scales
Poster at AAD 2025.  •

JAAD Delphi Consensus publication:  • 
"Beyond Fitzpatrick Skin Types". 

Mentorship Program
Year 3: 5 mentees and 5 mentors; featured in  • 

Dermatology Times (Aug 2025) and Skin of Color Savvy podcast.

Manuscript Amplification
Collaboration with Ogilvy Health to amplify: “Rethinking the Use of  • 

Population Descriptors in Dermatology Trials and Beyond.”

www.skinofcolorsociety.org
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POSTER GALLERIES EVOLUTION OF THE SOCS MEETING THE CHALLENGE INITIATIVE
Meeting the Challenge in Research Committee (2019–2025)


